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The Study of Potential at Community Forest Baan Bor-Hin, Ta-Pong Tambon,

Mueang District in Rayong Province for Ecotourism Attraction by People Participation.
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Abstract

The purposes of this study are tol) study the potential of ecotourism in community forest
areas, 2) study community participation in ecotourism management in community forest areas, and
3) discover means to develop the potential for ecotourism through community involvement in
Banborhin community forest, Taphong, Mueang, Rayong. The researcher used the qualitative
research methodology for collecting data by the interview, survey and focus group from the
participants.

The results of the study found that most of natural resources of Banborhin community
forest still had a high natural abundance. There were transportation routes and signs that were in
perfect condition and ready to support tourists on how to travel into the community forest. However,
there still lack the facilities and tourism activities in the area. The finding from the management
found that Banborhin community forest ‘had a management system in accordance with the
regulations of the Community Forest Management Office under the supervision of the Royal Forest
Department. The study of local community participation found that the community did not focus
on the importance of Ecotourism because people in the community thought that Banborhin
community forest was a forest that had an abundance of natural resources;therefore: they would
like to preserve the community more than encourage the tourism activities. The result suggested 5
means to develop the potential of ecotourism-through community participation, which were 1)
publicizing 2) creating knowledge ~and understanding on ecotourism ' 3) Infrastructuring
development in the community to support tourists. 4) strengthening participation processes from
both inside and outside the community and 5) raising awareness and creating awareness of
preserving natural resources and the environment within the community. In the future, the
community has the idea of developing the Banborhin community forest to become an ecotourism
tourist destination. The necessary for the successful operation is participation of all sectors both the
public sector and private sector, including the participation in planning, implementation of the plan,

monitoring and evaluation and participation in receiving benefits.
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