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The problem of learning teaching about Chinese final Consonant pronunciation /er/
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Abstract

China’s accession to the World Trade Organization (WTO) in December 2001, China
made extensive commitments to reform domestically and reduce trade barriers. Since joining
the WTO, economic and trade exchanges among countries have also shown an upward trend.
China has been constantly enhancing comprehensive national strength, so the economic
value of the Chinese language has been widely recognized in international business and
trades. Besides, the Chinese language has become valuable as a useful language tool in
international business communication activities nowadays. Recently, one of the languages in
Thailand that has gained tremendous popularity is Chinese. Chinese language teaching in
Thailand has a long history; however, Thai students' performance was not satisfactory. The
erroneous pronunciation takes place here as well. For instance, Chinese final Consonant
pronunciation /er/ is uncomfortably heard when they are produced by Thai learners. The
learner does not perceive it as a distinct sound that makes difference to meaning. The result
is that Thai learners are not naturally aware of the difference in Thai and Chinese and may
not even hear that difference, so it may cause communication errors as well.

Nowadays, Thai learners of Chinese have to face the problem of Chinese final
Consonant pronunciation /er/. Besides the difficulty of Chinese final Consonant pronunciation
/er/ in which these do not exist in Thai language. There are also rules for pronouncing /er/
and the change in sound is quite complicated, so it makes the learner mispronounce and
causing confusion in use. Pronunciation is important in English because mispronunciations
will make the hearer misunderstand about the meaning of utterance. In addition, the number
of words that uses /er/ at the end of the syllable that is unclear, the textbooks that used in
Thailand are still not compiled in the same standard, so it makes the learner mispronounce
and causing communication errors for Thai learners. Chinese final Consonant pronunciation
/er/ plays an important part in learning teaching Chinese, and focus on pronunciation /er/ is
one of the most important tasks for Thai learners to develop and use in Chinese
communication. However; Some of them are interested in this case and study how to use it.
This paper analyzes Chinese language learning teaching and factors that cause problems in

the use of the /er/ among Thai learners and presents guidelines for learning teaching as well.

Keywords: Learning Teaching Chinese, Problem of Chinese final Consonant pronunciation

/er/, Guidelines for Learning Teaching
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